CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMISSION

831 Massachusfltt,s Qammuied g, Massachusett
Tel ephone: 617 349 4683 Fax: 617 349 31
Email: histcomm@cambridgema. gov URL: ht
Wil liamChBaikKBrnugc,e VA .c el ,i”ChGdnar,| es EMec8ul vev &
WilliaBShBaryr PRodDeBaer g5, Crocker, Ch aMedmbae ri
Joseph V. Ferrar a,AlSuesrannantachs Bart on Tobi n,

Date: June 302016

To:  Members of the Historical Commission

From: SusarE. Maycock, Survey DirectoandSarah L. Burks, Preservation Planner

Re: Case B1402 James Dalton House, 1488 Pearbt. (1&65)

An application to demolish thtame®altonHouseat 146148 Pearbtreet was received dune
15, 2016 The ownerCampbell Ellsworth of the 14648 Pearl Street LLGwvas notified of an

initial determination of significance and a public hearing was schedul&dlfov, 2016

Current Conditions

TheDaltonhouseoccupies &,151squarefoot lot (94/182 on theeastside ofPearlStreet,

midway between Decatur and Valentine streBiss lot measures only 46 wat ttheefront and

370wi de at t he back dedpThe hoese is & ¥storyvréme buidingvéhal 0 0 6
sidefacinggable roof The zoning is Residence @ multifamily housing districthat requires

1,800 square feet per dwelling unithe FAR and height limits in this district @060 and 35feet

The assessed value of the land and building, according to the Assessors dat#a3d,00-
$135,200for the house, ands$7,900 for the land.The property sold id\pril 2015 for $641,90.
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146-148 Pearl St., 2016 ' T "~ CHC Staff photo
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The front of the house is set back from the sidewal®@yhe side setbacks rangefr&dm® on t he
left (north)side to 9.5 n the right(south)side

Thehouse is irfair condition The roof and walls appeaound, but a former hoarding situation
required considerable remediation on the interior of the house after the former occupants moved
out. Aluminum guttersare presendn thefront of thebuilding butis damagedt the northeast

cornerat the intersection of the main block and thee typcal settling and framing issues of

an older home are also present here.

Rear of 146-148 Pearl St., 2016 ‘"W" CHC Staff photo

The house is situated between tihceestory buildings at 14044 Pearl Street (1904) and 152

Pearl StreetAn adjacent hous@ 50)of the same size and vintage was pushed back from the
street in 1874 for the construction of the new buildih@52 Across the street aeedouble house
at 153153 Pearl Street and row houses-&tl3awrence Street, built in the late 1860s.

The appli@ant proposes tdemolishthe existinghouse and construct a tvi@mily homeand

office in a modern styleThough the original proposal was for preservation of the front house and
construction of a new free standing house in the rear, the applicant vkeuld develop this

property for his own family and maximize the backyard space by building a single structure at the
front of the lot The plan and elevation drawings for the proposed project are on file.
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Pearl Stréet double workers cottages of 1855 marked with stars (existing) and X (demolished).
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Description

The James Dalton house at14@ 8 Pear | Street i s a one and a h
cottage built in 1855 on a two foot high brick foundation that was subsequently covered with

cement. Facing Pearl, about 8 feet back from the street, the catagddw gable roof that runs

parallel to the street and a center entrance flanked by-tver2 windows on each side of the

door. Although this is a double house, it has a single entrance door; two windows directly abut the
door forming a center compdisin with a simple bracketed hood that provides the only exterior
ornamentation on this otherwise plain fagade. The main block of the cottage is only one room

deep but a kitchen ell with very broad gable roof perpendicular to the front gable extends the

house 14 foot to the rear, a typical configurat
a side by side plan.

The house is currently covered in wood shingles but would originally have been clad in
clapboards, as were the other double wokawages constructed nearby at FP&arlStreet (aka
31 Decatuy 138Pearl(aka 32 Decatuy)140-144 and 150154 Pearl Streefll built in 1855. This
is the only one of the group that retains its historic form; the others have been substantially
enlarged and alteredbscuring their original center entrance plan.

146-148 Pearl Street, Bracketed entry hood detail. CHC Staff photo.



